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HERMAN BELL writes from Eastern NY State 
C.F.: “It's encouraging to see more and more 
of you contributing to the newsletter. Seems 
like a lot of movement is going in the fed. 
system, probably in preparation for selective 
transfers to Florence. A special ‘shout-out’ to 
bro. Abdul Aziz.” *** Legal update: “ We filed 
writ of ‘certiorari’ in US Supreme court in 
April...’m informed the court entertains less 
than 3% of these writs per year.” *** “Stay 
physically fit and mentally active; there is light 
at the end of this dark tunnel; it is only men 
who keep us here. Venceremos!” 

Scar el 
DAVID GILBERT in Comstock, NY, tells us he 
will have a piece entitled “Father in Prison” 
published in “Fortune News.” He hopes to 
have more news soon. 

Ga a 
CHRISTOPHER “NAEEM” TROTTER on an 
isolation/control unit in Indiana State Prison, 
Michigan City, In., writes: “It makes me feel 
100% stronger knowing that I’m not alone in 
this struggle against the beast--colonialism.” 
Trotter is serving a 142 year sentence for par- 
ticipating in a 1985 rebellion prompted by the 
fatal beating of a fellow inmate. *** 
“Conditions getting more repressive...prison 
guards confiscating books, political material, 
etc., and leaving us with three books they se- 
lect for us.” 

+- 
CHARLES AFRICA, in SCI Somerset, PA, 
moved from Western Penitentiary, PA, *** 
“Have a post-conviction petition pending, opti- 
mistic that a hearing and possible new trial are 
set sometime in fall.” *** “Was given a write- 
up for refusing to ‘double cell.’ *** “No job-- 
been in the hole since arriving here.” *** “I 
play piano and Kalimba (African thumb piano). 
Studied jass, chord progressions and Blues. 


Also boxed for recreation.” *** “Teaching 
young brothers here in the hole the importance 
of educating oneself and doing their own inde- 
pendent studies and to not rely on the news 
media. Also how to attack the enemy with le- 
gal tactics to defeat their oppressive condi- 
tions. Also, the truth about MOVE and John 
Africa’s teachings, not the news media’s ac- 
count of MOVE as ‘not washing and filthy, etc.’ 
Teaching Black History, keeping up with cur- 
rent events, stressing need for unity in trying to 
change conditions.” *** No law library, no 
drinking cups, searched all day and lack of 
daily food requirements.” *** “On the MOVE!” 
ca 


ED MEAD writes from Seattle, WA, where he is 
on parole: “Since the parole board has prohib- 
ited me from participating in a newsletter 
(Prison Legal News), an action the ACLU is 
challenging in a federal law suit, my principle 
political activity will be organizing the Mark 
Cook Freedom Committee. Mark, a black po- 
litical prisoner is serving time at Monroe as a 
result of his conviction for George Jackson Bri- 
gade ‘crimes’ in the mid-1970s.” 

= aoa a 
JAAN LAAMAN in Leavenworth writes: “No 
major changes, but the population is being kept 
to 200 or so men, lower than last year-- maybe 
because of serious incidents and lock-downs. 
Easing of over-crowding is a good thing in any 
case!” *** “This is a great little newsletter. 
From time to time we hear reports of incidents, 
deaths, etc. that have happened in various 
kamps. Just recently we’ve heard of deaths in 
Lompoc and Terre Haute. We are anxious and 
concerned about such news, particularly about 
pp’s in these kamps. l’d urge folks to send a 
brief word that they are OK.” *** “Warmest 
hugs and salutes to Ray and Tommy and 
Richard.” 
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SUNDIATA ACOLI, now in USP Allenwood, 
transferred from Leavenworth in April, writes; 
“Currently beginning the appeal process for a 
20-year hit recently given me by New Jersey 
Parole Board.” *** “This is a brand new prison 
recently opened. They started off with numer- 
ous petty rules. Older prisoners transferred 
from other USP’s are protesting the petty rules 
and the administration is in process of rescind- 
ing some of them. The prison, located in a val- 
ley among the mountains, has lots of snow and 
fog. There’s a corridor that encircles and joins 
all the buildings and I’m a janitor who sweeps, 
mops a section of this corridor.” *** “| partici- 
pate in racquet ball, painting and religious soli- 
darity events. No African Studies or Cultural 
Society, the administration plans to handle 
cultural affairs under an umbrella-.type multicul- 
tural group.” *** There are plans for setting up 
an “Inmate Representative Committee,” which 
will elect prisoners to represent concerns of 
prisoner constituents. *** “USP Allenwood is 
latest design in hi-tech prison security, one of 
the prisons forming federal prison complex 
here. There is the famous luxurious Allenwood 
camp for rich white collar criminals (politicians, 
etc.)... The USP is built in a huge rectangle en- 
closing a grass yard that gives the impression 
of a shopping mall in Viet Nam, due to the 
Asian design of the 2 story buildings. The 
buildings blend into the scenery of the moun- 
tains surrounding this valley, all of which gives 
one the eerie expectation of seeing a helicop- 
ter gunship swoop down at any moment. The 
shopping mall design hides the reality that the 
whole prison is surrounded by double fences 
with concertina wire and gun towers. Similar 
complexes in Florence, Colorado, and Mari- 
anna, Florida, are nearing completion. Three 
more such complexes are under construction 
and a fourth is in the planning stage, all at 
strategic locations around the country.” *** “A 
week ago 600 of the 700 prisoners here boy- 
cotted the noon meal to protest the petty rules. 
The administration has relaxed some rules.” 
TOM MANNING in Marion USP says “he’s in a 
holding pattern anticipating a move to Flor- 
ence, Colo. in the fall.” *** “I was locked in the 
hole for five days recenity and told | need to go 
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FOIA for documentation as to why--which | 
will.” “Locked down so no job.” *** “By next 
issue hopefully I'll have something positive to 
say about civil action against four-year con- 
finement in N.J. control unit.” *** “Thanks!” 

Ere 
STANDING DEER, a.k.a. Robert H. Wilson, 
now in Ellis unit of Huntsville, TX, prison, 
writes: “I| am up for parole on a life sentence 
here in Texas. | have credit for 18 years. If | 
make it | will be free for the first time in over 18 
years. | went up for parole in April and expect 
to hear this summer.” *** “I was recently ac- 
cused of being involved in agitating for 
changes in medical treatment--which is nil--and 
better food and visiting rules, so | was moved 
from one cage to another cage and then back 
to the old cage...! So, I’m feeling very good. A 
few days ago the police took all my books. But 
times will get better one of these days (smile).” 
*** New rule in Texas: “Prisoners who have 
‘good time’ taken for a rules infraction never 
get it back...Another rule: all telephone calls 
are monitored--you on one phone, a guard on 
another...! expect to appeal this to a federal 
judge.” *** “My work is getting people to write 
letters to Clinton and Reno supporting Leonard 
Peltier’s plea for Executive Clemency.” *** | 
am a member of Amistad 31 chapter of 
N’COBRA. Our new book “The American In- 
dian in the White Man’s Prisons: A Story of 
Genocide,” was published last year.” *** “For 
all of you who struggle in unity for the sake of 
the unborn | extend the left hand of my left arm 
which is closest to my heart. IN THE SPIRIT 
OF CRAZY HORSE! Mitakuye Oyasin.” 

Sait a 


MOHAMAN GEUKA KOTI is now in Comstock 
(Great Meadows C.F.,N.Y.), moved from Sha- 
wangunk and writes that he is not receiving his 
prescribed medical treatment and diet. He is 
appealing to the administration.Bill. We should 
develop self-education programs. To this end | 
have embarked on a project called, ‘The Mal- 
colm X/George Jackson Education Movement’ 
[which calls for] revolutionary prisoners to or- 
ganize high standard liberation universities 
behind the walls.” 


3 
SEKOU M. ABDULLAH ODINGA, now in At- 
lanta U.S.P.--from Marion to Lewisburg to At- 
lanta--writes: “Am eligible now but have not 
gone to the parole board yet on Fed 40 yr. 
sentence. After fed time have a 25 to life sen- 
tence waiting in N.Y.State.” *** “In hole: can 
do nothing but pray, exercise and read/write.” 
*** “After 4 yrs. in Marion, for the 2nd time, | 
was transferred to Lewisburg on Sept. 2, ‘93. 
Because of health problems of my parents and 
sister | asked for a hardship transfer to Atlanta 
where they live. After 6 months of telling me 
my transfer request was still being considered | 
learned from an A.W. that the transfer request 
had never been submitted. In March of ‘94 the 
transfer request was finally submitted and ap- 
proved. On May 2 | was transferred and got to 
Atlanta U.S.P. on May 11. Was put into gen- 
eral population and started procedures to see 
my family. 5 days later | was snatched off the 
compound and locked in the hole. | was later 
told that the administration had reasons to 
‘believe that a separater may exist in general 
population.’ After trying to get clear answers for 
the next two weeks, | was told that | would be 
transferred because | ‘have’ a separatee in 
U.S.P. Atlanta. | was not told where or when | 
would be transferred- -only that | would be kept 
in the hole until such time. There doesn’t seem 
to be a way for me to appeal that decision but 
my family and their supporters plan to ask the 
S.E.Region office to overturn that decision on 
humanitarian grounds. We'll see!” *** “My 
mother is a second year surviver of stomach 
and liver cancer and thanks be to Allah she is 
doing pretty good. My sister is a breast cancer 
surviver. My father , almost 80, suffering ail- 
ments of the aged.” *** On the bright side | 
have received visits from Mom, sister and son, 
and anticipate a number of other visits” *** 
The News Bulletin is a very good idea and a 
much needed service. Allah Willing | will con- 
tinue to regularly reply. Tell David I'll holler at 
him soon.” 

t+ 

SEKOU CINQUE T.M. KAMBUI (Wiliam J.Turk) 
writes from Easterling Prison in Clio, Alabama, 
by way of his Support Committee in Jersey 
City, NJ. *** He was transferred from Staton 
Prison in Elmore, Al., in ‘93 in retaliation for 
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jailhouse lawyer activities and political organiz- 
ing--4th transfer in 5 years. *** Despite assur- 
ances to the contrary Kambui’s parole was 
again denied on April 11, ‘94. Motions are be- 
ing prepared charging the denial was politically 
motivated. *** Working as Chaplain’s Adminis- 
trative Assistant. *** Until his transfer he was 
part of a prison program called Free By Choice: 
he went outside the prison to speak on prob- 
lems of youth such as drugs, alcohol, gang 
violence. His poems and articles have been 
published in political/social protest magazines. 
He has created programs focusing on the em- 
powerment of the individual and through 
him/her the empowerment of the community 
itself. *** Kambui’s daughter Kim/Ashaki will 
recive her Associate degree in Criminal Justice 
in December and will enter the Univ. of Ala- 
bama. His wife, stepdaughter and grandson 
will move to be near him in Alabama. 


MARILYN BUCK is now in Pleasanton, CA, 
having been moved from Marianna, FL. She 
had requested the move to be nearer family 
and friends. *** It’s a “culture shock in a num- 
ber of ways: An exchange of isolated intimacy 
for expansive regimentation.” *** So far her 
only job is “cleaning, picking up cigarette butts, 
leaves and the like.” *** “Leaving my com- 
rades Laura and Susan was/is difficult, but 
seeing Linda, meeting the Puerto Rican com- 
paneras Carmen, Lucy, Dylcia and Haydee, 
and Ida Robinson, a New AFrican comrade has 
been a treasured experience.” *** “| thought | 
was leaving an allergic environment, but it’s as 
bad here! Maybe it is incarceration to which | 
am allergic?” *** Family is well. “My relatives 
here in California await approval to visit.” 

G say aa 


EDWIN CORTES in U.S.P Terre Haute writes: 
New rules? “Computerized telephone system 
limited to 15 minutes and only 30 person on list 
approved by counselor. Telephone calls 
charged to inmate’s comissary account. Mem- 
bers of immediate family finally been ap- 
proved.” *** “Participating in ceramics as of 
May 6, 1994.” *** Recommend reading: Ron- 
ald Fernandez, “Prisoners of Colonialism, The 
Struggle for Justice in Puerto Rico” ($14.95, 
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Common Courage Press, PO Box 702, Mon- 
roe, Maine 04951). 

can Gap 
IMARA SEKOU-JOKA-KAMBON (Weldon 
Eugene Wiggins) writes from Corcoran State 
Prison, Calif., SHU, having been moved from 
San Quentin: “I’m continuing a new term of im- 
prisonment for bank robbery. | should be pa- 
roled in 1999. I’m fighting a lawsuit whose aim 
is the release of political activists from S.H.U.” 
*** Imara is giving his time and efforts to es- 
tablish that the Black Guerilla Family and the 
New Afrikan Revolutionary Nationalist group 
are not criminal organizations and punishment 
for membership is a violation of people’s con- 
stitutional rights. *** “I suffer from seizures, 
headaches, loss of vision (my glasses were 
stolen).” *** “My son’s mother Tina Gates and 
my cousin Roberta Roberts support me eco- 
nomically and spiritually.” ** “My undying love 
is forwarded to all progressive people, special 
salutations for Sundiata Acoli, Fati Yero, 
Hopori, lfuma.” *** Imara wants addresses of 
revolutionary groups like the Afrikan Peoples 
Socialist Party. 

Cmca a 
ELEGGUA OSUN ELUFE from Eastern C.F., 
Napanoch, NY, writes: “I am involved with 
P.A.C.E. (AIDS education group), and Think 
Tank, a prisoner rights group. | teach a Puerto 
Rican/Latino Cultural class and a legal re- 
search class.” *** “| am waiting to have some 
of my prison writings placed in a workers 
magazine in Hong Kong. Some of my writings 
are acclaimed in Japan, Canada, U.K., Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, Costa Rica, Germany and Nigeria.” 
*** “Greetings to my Boriquenos brothers and 
sisters.” 

E a 
WILLIAM PHILLIPS AFRICA writes from 
Rockview State Prison, PA.: New rules: “No 
black clothing or hooded clothing; no exercis- 
ing in groups of more than two; no family day 
picnics; no organized activities unless ap- 
proved by officials.” *** “I work in prison laun- 
dry.” *** “Trainer and coach for boxing team.” 
*** “| teach the revolutionary teachings of my 
founder John Africa.” *** “My family are going 
strong thanks to John Africa and are at work to 
save Bro. Mumia Jamal.” *** “To all who en- 
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strong and “On the MOVE!” 

xn as 
JOSE HAMZA SALDANA, writes from Auburn 
C.F., NY,(having been at Attica and Clinton) of 
his pleasure at talking with some of the young 
brothers in the prison who are “eager to know 
about the militant movement of the 60’s and 
early 70’s; about the struggles of the under- 
ground formations, and how it all connects to 
the past struggle of the first Afrikan slaves. 
They immediately identify with the comrades 
George and Jon Jackson. Assata instantly be- 
comes Othe sisterO. Words like b...ches and 
n...ers are replaced with sisters and brothers. 
They begin to see themselves in a positive 
connection to humanity, as opposed to being 
outcasts and rejects.” *** “Auburn prison is 
locked down. Word is that a prisoner was 
stabbed to death in the gym, not an infrequent 
occurrence. The prisons are being flooded with 
OkidsO, the effect of the’war on crime.” *** “l 
conduct a New Afrikan Culture class, a begin- 
ning toward the prison liberation movement.” 


LEONARD PELTIER still in Leavenworth after 
10 years, writes: “On Dec.14th’93, | appeared 
before my first P.Hearing after 18 years. The 
P.B. told me I need to serve 15 more yrs. be- 
fore review. Clemency petition pending before 
Pres. Clinton.” *** “Falsely charged with lead- 
ing/participating in a riot | was sentenced to 60 
days in the hole and given disciplinary transfer; 
incident report expunged 2 days later after 
worldwide outcry.” *** Prison job: orderly in 
recreation dept. *** Activities: “art, oil paint- 
ing, etc., writing articles and statements in con- 
nection with Peltier Day in Wash.DC June 25- 
20. 

oon 
R.BLUE-SKY in California Institution for 
Women writes: “Legal status:lifer documenta- 
tion (no date) hearing; | am not eligible for pa- 
role until the year 2001.” *** “I am American 
Indian. Raised on reservation in the state of 
Idaho.” *** “Charged with not having a top 
(bra or shirt) on in my cell. Loss of 60 days 
and ordered to do extra duty...Sexual harass- 
ment?” *** Works as “Warehouse assistant: 
forklift driver, warehouseman (heavy lifting) 
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and order pulling.” *** “Involved in Native 
American Indian religious group called the Cir- 
cle of Indian Religious Culture Association, and 
have been harassed because of legal activities 
having to do with implementation of a Native 
American Religious program which includes 
construction of a Sweat Lodge and purification 
rights. | am Known as a jailhouse lawyer and 
labeled a troublemaker.” *** “lam able to do 
a small amount of traditional bead work 
(earrings, bracelets). Though | am an artist | 
have not been left time to pursue my drawing.” 
*** “lam allergic to tobacco smoke and am 
fighting prison system regarding ETS 
(environmental tobacco smoke).” *** “Much of 
the harassment | have received in prison and 
at trial is due to my sexual orientation.” *** “I 
continue to maintian my innocence of the crime 
for which | was convicted.” 

te 
OJORE N.LUTOLO writes from New Jersey 
State Prison in Trenton where he is confined to 
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the Control Unit. *** Strict smoking regulations 
have been instituted. *** According to Ojore, 
he was falsely accused of participating in the 
beating of a white supremacist skinhead--a 
tower guard who observed the incident knew 
Ojore played no part. *** “Working with Bon- 
nie Kerness on national control unit monitoring 
project. Works with Anarchist Black Cross.” 
Ga a a 


ERIC WILDCAT HALL is in State Corr. Institu- 
tion at Pittsburgh, PA, but he says a move is 
pending. *** “The DOC recently was success- 
ful in petitioning court to commit me to Farview 
State Psychiatric Hospital to cure me of my re- 
ligious beliefs. I’m struggling against wrongful 
convictions.” *** “60 days disciplinary cus- 
tody status. Sentenced to RHU for refusal to 
cut hair.” *** A member of American Indian 
Movement. *** “Prayer-fasting but in no immi- 
nent danger.” *** W.I.L.D.C.A.T., his support 
group, is working on getting a hearing to pre- 
vent his removal to the psychiatric hospital. 


Comments or questions about This Just In will be welcomed. 


